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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND WILDLIFE — APPOINTMENT OF DIRECTOR GENERAL 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.07 pm]: I would like to inform the house 
that the Governor yesterday approved the appointment of Mr Jim Sharp to the inaugural position of director 
general of the Department of Parks and Wildlife in accordance with section 45 of the Public Sector Management 
Act 1994. Mr Sharp was a deputy director general of the former Department of Environment and Conservation 
and has been acting director general of the Department of Parks and Wildlife since it was created on 1 July 2013. 
Mr Sharp has extensive experience spanning more than 40 years in the key government sector areas of 
conservation and land management. He holds a master’s degree in education and brings with him contemporary 
management skills. In particular, Mr Sharp has a broad knowledge and experience of parks policy and 
management at a state, national and international level and also brings considerable skills in engaging in 
partnerships with parks and conservation stakeholders and community interests. 

Mr Sharp has successfully led the new department from its inception and I would like to acknowledge his 
professionalism and support in implementing the government’s initiative. Each year about 16 million visits are 
made to the 28 million hectares of lands and waters across the state that the Department of Parks and Wildlife 
manages on behalf of the people of Western Australia. The vast majority of these areas are in their natural state, 
which is what people who visit them come to appreciate and enjoy. These are also important areas for the 
ongoing conservation of our unique plants and animals. Western Australia has a proud history of conservation 
and parks management achievement. The Department of Parks and Wildlife will build on that strong experience 
base and will be setting new directions and focus across four priority areas including parks, wildlife, fire and 
sustainable use. I congratulate Mr Sharp on his appointment and I look forward to continuing to work with him 
as head of this important department. 
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